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Abstract

The aim of this study was to evaluate the effect of birth season on body measurements of
Purebred Arabian Syrian foals. Data of 98 foals from Basel Stud for Purebred Arabian Horses
(Al-Nashabien —Damascus countryside) were collected and analyzed during 2012. Body
measurements (Withers height, Chest girth, Croup height, Chest depth, Body line, Back line
length, Neck circumference, Croup wide and Chest wide) were taken to give the best
description for growth rate. The purebred age's varied from 6 to 48 months were separated
according to birth season into two groups: Winter Cast Foals (January, February, March) and
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Spring Cast Foals (April, May, June). General liner model (GLM) were used to study the
effect of Birth season on body measurements and the comparative were made between means
in two groups by L.S.D test at 5% significant level. The results showed that the birth season
has no significant effect (P>0.05) on growth rate of Arabian pure-bred foals for the studied
body measurements, no difference within growth rates between winter and spring birth foals
were noticed. The study results suggest there is no reason to break up in the growth rate
between births in spring and winter for Syrian Arab horse foals in the care and feeding
conditions of Basil Al-Assad Arabian horses breeding center
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